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Zion Union Heritage Museum 

In 1909, the Zion Mission was 

established and became the first 

church on Cape Cod to serve the 

Black and Cape Verdean community. 

 

The original chapel was established 

as a result of a woman named Mrs. 

Anderson being discouraged from 

attending the First Baptist Church in 

Hyannis by those who believed she 

would be ―happier with her own 

kind‖.   

 

The Town of Barnstable purchased 

the property with Lyndon and Paul 

Lorusso Foundation and CPA funds 

and has become the steward of 

maintaining this important cultural 

asset. 

 

The property is listed as a 

Massachusetts cultural resource. 

 

History 
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Evolving  Preservation  Theory 
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New Yorker Article 

―Of the more than ninety-five thousand entries on the National 

Register of Historic Places—the list of sites deemed worthy of 

preservation by the federal government—only two percent focus 

on the experiences of black Americans.‖ 

 

―…because many biases were written into the criteria that 

determine how sites are selected, those benefits have gone 

mostly to white Americans. One of the criteria for preservation 

is architectural significance, meaning that modest buildings like 

slave cabins and tenement houses were long excluded from 

consideration. By the time preservationists took notice of 

structures like those, many lacked the physical integrity to 

merit protection.‖ 

 

―Traditionally…the communities that benefit the most from 

historic preservation are the ones that need it the least.‖ 



Zion Union Heritage Museum 

―The National Trust seek(s) to elevate a more honest and 

complete history. We feel passionately that Black culture, 

landscapes, and main streets matter – that our historic 

neighborhoods matter. By saving African American places, 

we not only celebrate the tremendous impact that African 

Americans have made to the life of our nation, we transmit 

that impact to the present and future. History shows us that 

Black women and men are the vanguards of social change 

and culture keepers of our shared identity.‖ 
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CPC Criteria 
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Project 
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At the July 18, 2022 CPC meeting the requested $880,500 for 
the phased restoration of the Zion Union Heritage Museum 
was unanimously approved and will fund the exterior 
restoration and new ADA compliant entrance ramp. 
 
The Capital Improvement Plan funding of $460,000 will 
provide mechanical and interior accessibility improvements 
to the building, which cannot be executed with CPC funding. 
 

 

 

 

Project 
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Project 

CPC Funded Work (Approved July 2022) 
 

• Exterior Restoration 

• White Cedar Shingles on original chapel 

• Painted clapboard siding on later additions 

• Window restoration for original chapel 

• New roof and gutters on entire structure 

• New ADA-compliant ramp at museum 

• Improvements for rear exterior basement stairwell 

 

Town Funded Work 
 

• New ADA-compliant restrooms 

• Interior renovations to provide ADA accessibility to 

restrooms 

• New furnace and hot water heater 
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Existing Conditions 
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Budget 
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“The Zion Union Heritage Museum, Inc. mission is to create a museum that 
celebrates the African-American and Cape Verdean population as well as other ethnic 
and demographic diversity of the Town of Barnstable and Cape Cod.” 
        Zion Union Heritage Museum Website 
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Thank You 


